BOMBAY SAPPERS ASSOCIATION

                                NEWS LETTER 2009/3
1.
This News Letter is issued on 30 Nov 09 to cover the events and progress of activities of the BSA.

2.
Maj Gen VK Bhatt, SM, VSM, Chief Engr Western Comd has taken over as the Col Comdt of the Bombay Sappers as Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, SM, PVSM, ADC, VCOAS  retired on 30 Sep 09.
3.
The present strength of BSA is Officer 1111 , JCO 2161 and OR 32125  (Total – 35397).

4.
Edn Scholarship.      Amount of Rs 1,69,100/- is being disbursed as educational scholarships to 121 JCO’s & 250 OR’s children. The cheques for the scholarships are under dispatch.
5.
Edn Loan.       A SOP has been finalization to grant edn loan to children of Bombay Sappers for persuing studies of engineering and medicine. Details of the scheme have been sent to units and placed on BSA website under welfare schemes. Applications for loan have been invited. The last date of receiving the application is 30 Nov 09.
6.
Sports Scholarship.     SOP for grant of sports scholarship has been revised to lend clarity. No one has applied for the scholarship till 26 Nov 2009.
7.
Distress Grant for Widows/NOK.     SOP of the Distress Grant did not cater for financial requirement of widows/NOK. It only catered for loss due to natural or man made calamities. Therefore, another SOP has been made to give relief to widows/NOK. However, it has been pointed out to all concerned through letters and also through BSA web site that a widow/NOK gets considerable amount in two months time, if  the documents are made accurately and progressed speedily.  This grant by BSA caters for those NOKs whose documents, for some unavoidable reasons, can not be progressed quickly and NOK is not likely to get any monitory assistance in two to three months time. In addition, all the widows of those PBOR who expire while in service, are given Rs 5000/- immediately so that she can manage her household till the family pension and other benefits are made available by the Govt. She also get Rs 5000/- from AWWA immediately.
8.
Sapper Sarai.    Sapper Sarai at Chandimandir is under advance stage of completion.
9.
Assistance in Resettlement.     BSA gets vacancies from industries for employment. BSA also keeps a list of all retired PBOR who are keen to take up a second career.  Such persons are informed about vacancies and are motivated to take up a job.  Regional Headquarters at Chandimandir is also working in this direction. In addition, efforts are made to give jobs to sons/daughters of widows.
10.
Progress on collection of contribution and addl Subscription      All Regts have sent their donations.  Efforts are on to get addl subscription from units/persons.
11.
Liaison with Record Office.   BSA office can help progress cases of those retd PBOR who require some clarifications regarding pay etc from the Record Office.
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12.
Adoption of Orphan by Gurnam Academy.    One orphan of a Bombay Sapper has been adopted by Gurnam Academy with the financial assistance provided by parent regt, some donor and the BSA.

13.
Donations.    Following officers have donated certain amount for welfare activities of the BSA:-


(a)     Mr Gaurav Taneja – Rs 10,000/- per month.

(b)
Lt Cdr SG Warudi (Retd) – Rs 18445/- for one year for edn of two children of a   widow.

(c)
Maj Suhas Thakar (Retd) has given Rs 50,000/- for widows of the Bombay Sappers.
(d)
Maj Sachin Shinde has promised to give Rs 500/- per month for the orphans. 

(e)
Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, PVSM,SM,ADC (Retd) as donated Rs 50000/-.
(f)
Maj Gen AL Suri AVSM (Retd) has donated Rs 1,00,000/- as grant for higher edn of children of Bombay Sappers.

(g)
BEML donated 5,00,000/-.
(h)
Maj Suhash Thakur donated 50,000/-.
(j)
Lt Cdr Warudhi,I.N (Retd) has donated Rs 18,445/- for edn scholarship.
(k)
Lt Col MM Bhushan has donated Rs 12,000/- for edn of an orphan.

(l)
Mr Graurav Taneja has donated Rs 10,000/-pm.

(m)
Col Vivek Davar has donated 5,000/- for edn scholarship.

(n)
Goel Road ways has donated 2100/-.

(o) Maj Rajendra Lal Grover has donated 2,000/-.

