BOMBAY SAPPERS ASSOCIATION

NEWS LETTER 2009/4

1.
This News Letter is issued on 15 Apr 10 to cover the events and progress of activities of the BSA till 31 Mar 2010.

2.
The present strength of BSA is Officers 1128, JCO 2204 and OR 34125 (Total – 37457).

3.
Mgmt Committee Meeting.   30th Management Committee Meeting was held on 17 Mar 2010.  The minutes of the meeting have been sent to all units and have also been placed on the BSA web site www.bsakirkee.org.

4.
Edn Scholarship.  Amount of Rs 3,70,000/- has been disbursed as educational scholarships to the children of 155 JCO & 335 OR during the financial year 2009-10.  These are maximum number of scholarships ever given by the BSA. 
5.
Edn Loan/Grant.      
(a)
 A SOP has been finalization to grant edn loan to children of Bombay Sappers for pursuing studies of engineering, medicine, MBA and Hotel Management. Details of the scheme have been sent to units and placed on BSA website under welfare schemes. Applications for loan had been invited but the loan could not be given due to inadequacies in the applications. However, education grant of Rs 25,000/- per child was given to four such children from Rs 1.00 lac grant received from Maj Gen A L Suri, AVSM, (Retd).

(b)
A total loan of Rs 6,30,000/- was given to 21 NCOs for Diploma Course during financial year 2009-10.
6.
Sports Scholarship.    
(a)
 Two sport scholarships of Rs 25000/- each were given this year to Master Amit Kumar Thapa (Boxing) son of N/Sub Tuk Bahadur Thapa   and Miss Ashlesha Patil (Jagtap) (Atheletics) daughter of Ex-N/Sub R S Jagtap. They have done well in their respective fields and have potential to perform at national level.

(b)
Young sports persons from Boys Sports Company, who earned medals in the sports events at National level, were given incentives.  A Total of Rs 1,51,000/- were given to 16 persons.  Details are as under:-
	S,
No
	Name of Sports
	Gold
	Silver
	Bronze
	Remarks

	(i)
	Rowing 
	07
	02
	-
	Rs 12000/- for Gold

Rs   7000/- for Silver

Rs   5000/- for Bronze

	(ii)
	Boxing
	02
	02
	02
	

	(iii)
	Wrestling
	-
	-
	01
	


7.
Distress Grant for Widows/NOK. Following grants were given under this category during financial year 2009-10:-

(a) 
Imdt Relief is given to the wives on death of an PBOR who was in service.  Wives of 28 PBOR were given Rs 5000/- imdty on occurrence of death of a PBOR.
(b) 
Rs 2,54,000/-were given as normal distress grant to 43 PBOR or their families. 
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(c) 
Rs 6,10,000/-were given to widows or fathers or mothers  of  those PBOR who have expired and their families need support. Letters to 1117 widows were written asking them if they need any help. BSA had received 198 applications. A Board of Offr selected 61 persons who were given Rs 10,000/ each as one time grant. The process will continue in the next financial year as well.

8.
Sapper Sarai.    Sapper Sarai at Chandimandir has started functioning. Sarais at Amritsar, Jalandhar and at Delhi are in advance stage of completion.

9.
Assistance in Resettlement.     BSA gets vacancies from industries for employment. BSA also keeps a list of all retired PBOR who are keen to take up a second career.  Such persons are informed about vacancies and are motivated to take up a job.  Regional Headquarters at Chandimandir is also working in this direction. In addition, efforts are made to give jobs to sons/daughters of widows. Col Comdt has selected certain units in UP to provide assistance to retired PBOR in their second careers.  Units have nominated following Officer:-
(a)
Lt Col Promod Negi (Bareilly) (09219582906)

(b)
Lt Col Rajnish Bhandari (Lucknow) (09651822306)

(c)
Col Nair (Retd) (Meerut) (0935923280)
10.
Progress on collection of contribution and addl Subscription      All Regts have sent their donations for financial year 2009-10.  Efforts are on to get addl subscriptions from units/persons.

11.
Liaison with Record Office.   BSA office can help progress cases of those retd PBOR who require some clarifications regarding pay or any other problem from the Record Office.

12.
Gurnam Academy.  A sum of Rs 30,000/- was given to Gurnam Academy for welfare of children of Bombay Sappers studying there.

13.
APS Bias.    Fee of Miss Harpreet Kaur daughter of Late L/Nk Salwinder Singh Gill who is studying in Army Public School Bias, was paid to the school.
14.
School Fees.   BSA is trying to provide school fees for deserving children of widows of Bombay Sappers through individual donations from retd/serving officers.  Rs 18,445/- were given to such children from the donations received from Lt Cdr SG Warudi, I.N (Retd).

15.
Admission in IIEBM and Financial Assistance.
   Col Vinod Marwaha (Retd) of 269 Engr Regt Engr Regt who is President, IIeBM-an MBA Institute-had given admission to children of Bombay Sappers and also gave fees worth Rs 2,00,000/- during academic financial year 2009-10.










16.
Donations.    Following officers have donated certain amount for welfare activities of the BSA:-

(a)     Mr Gaurav Taneja – Rs 10,000/- per month.
(b)
Lt Cdr SG Warudi (Retd) – Rs 18445/- for one year for edn of two children of a   widow.
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(c)
Maj Suhas Thakar (Retd) has given Rs 1,00,000/- for widows of the Bombay Sappers.

(d)
Maj Sachin Shinde has given Rs 6000/-   for the orphans. 


(e)
Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, PVSM,SM,(Retd) has donated Rs 50,000/-.

(f)
Lt Gen S Pattabhiraman, PVSM, AVSM, SM, VSM, (Retd) has donated Rs 30,100/-.
(g)
Maj Gen AL Suri AVSM (Retd) has donated Rs 1,00,000/- as grant for higher edn of children of Bombay Sappers.

(h)
BEML donated Rs 5,00,000/-.

(j)
Lt Col MM Bhushan has donated Rs 12,000/- for edn of an orphan.

(k)
Col Vivek Davar has donated Rs 5,000/- for edn scholarship.

(l)
Goel Roadways has donated Rs 2100/-.

(m)
Maj Rajendra Lal Grover has donated Rs 2,000/-.

(n)
Maj P K Dharmani has donated Rs 6000/- for edn of children.
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EDN LOAN

1.
As per our existing policy, edn loans are given by the BSA to deserving children of Bombay Sappers. For details see our SOP on edn loan forwarded vide our letter No. 1002/Edn Loan/22/BSA dt 08 Oct 2009                                 also placed on our website www.bsakirkee.org.

2.
The process of getting application for loan will start immediately. Please pay particular attention to following points:-

(a)
Loan will be given to only students (children of Bombay Sappers) who are taking admission in the first year of Engineering, Medical, MBA and Hotel Management streams.


(b)
All students should have appeared for qualifying exams as given in para 2 of Appx ‘A’ of the SOP reproduced below:-

	Ser No
	Name of  Discipline
	No of  vacancies  per year
	Qualifying Exam
	Remarks

	1.
	Medical 
	2
	AFMC-  Pune
	

	2.
	Engineering
	4
	AIEEE
	

	3.
	Management
	2
	CAT
	

	4.
	Hotel Management
	2
	NCHMCT JEE
	


(c)
The application form complete in all respect should reach this office by 01 Aug 10. Applications received in the BSA office after 01 Aug 10 will be rejected.

(d)
Applications should be filled with care. All columns must be filled. Help of the office of parent Regiment or the office of BSA can be taken in filling the form. It is seen that certain paragraphs are left blank. In case the application form is not filled properly or remains incomplete, the application will be rejected. Common mistakes are:-


(i)
Appx ‘B’ :      Declaration form is not attached.
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(ii)
Appx ‘C’
(aa) Proof of address is not attached.

(ab)      Name of qualifying examination not filled and proof of marks obtained not    attached.

(ac)    Account details of the Institute where the tuition fee is to be paid is not mentioned. 

(ad)      Para 18 is left blank.

(ae)      In para 21 details of properties are not mentioned.

(af)      Declaration given at end of Appx ‘C’ is not signed.

(iii)
Appx ‘D’ :  Affidavit not attached.

(iv)
Appx ‘E’ :         Most of the columns are left blank. The Guarantor is an important person and is responsible for paying loan back if the applicant fails to do so. Information about him should be properly filled. He should be responsible persons having means to repay the loan. If the BSA feels that the person mentioned as Guarantor would not be able to pay loan, in case of default, the application may be rejected.

3.
Please give wide publicity to this letter even to retired Bombay Sappers so that they can also make use of this facility.  

(S Dandekar)











Brig (Retd)











Director BSA

