​BOMBAY SAPPERS ASSOCAITION 

NEWS LETTER 1/2012
1. Strength of members who have paid membership fees, as on 30 Jan 2012, is:- 

(a) Offrs –    1246
(b) JCO  –    2307
(c) OR –    38027
Total – 41580
2. Paraplegic Bombay Sappers.  
(a) BSA has initiated a case to help those retd Bombay Sappers who are paraplegic.  Names have been received after contacting units, QMTI and PRC. A format was sent to all paraplegics to find out their needs. They were guided to approach AHQ (AG’s Branch) for assistance as per existing instructions.  In addn, a board of offrs was ordered to recommend financial assistance from BSA. In all Rs 1,97,500/- have been sanctioned for 16 paraplegics; amounts ranging from Rs 10000/- to Rs 15000/- depending upon their needs and financial position.
(b) There is need to put  more efforts by all Bombay Sappers to locate maximum number of paraplegic Bombay Sappers and extend support to them.. 

(c) It has been decided that help will be given to new paraplegics to the extent possible.
3. Edn Scholarships 
(a) The existing SOP is based on aggregate marks received by each child in the final exam of the class and there is fixed number of vacancies for each class.  However, from this year, a new SOP has been made to cater for grade system. The SOP also caters for those students who are being given marks based on percentage. Cut off % and Grade for JCO’s children are 81% and A2 and that of OR’s children these are 65% and B2.
(a) Total applications received : 600.

(b) Applications received wherein only ‘grades’ were shown : JCO 75, OR 161.

 (c) Applications where only “marks” were mentioned: JCOs139 OR 225. 

(d) Scholarships awarded :-

(i) JCO’s children: 117

(ii) OR’s children : 386

(iii) Ratio of JCO : OR  1: 3.29
(e)Total amount given : Rs 3,72,300/-
(f) It must be remembered that the last dt of reaching applications to BSA is 31Aug each year. Applications received after 31 Aug are not considered by Bd for scholarships.

4. Grant to Children of Widows for Edn.
(a) After assessing the number of affected widows/children and availability of donations received, it was decided by the Vice-Chairman that BSA should plan to give Rs 2400/ - per child this year as grant to be given to a widow (max two children) as help for edn of children. It is hoped that, if donations continue to come every year, the grant to the same widows may continue year after year till the child passes 12th std.
(b) The Bds of Offr held for the purpose has recommended 259 children to be given Rs 2400/- this year. 164 widows will be benefited. The assistance is being routed through Nodal Offrs as directed by the Col Comdt.
(c)   Donors were linked with recipients, where possible, in such a manner that both belonged to the same unit. Donors and recipients were also informed. 
(d) A standard format will be made and sent to all “potential” donors once a year to encourage them to donate, as is done by agencies like CRY etc at appropriate time.

5.  Edn Grant against Loan for Higher Edn  
(a) A bd of offrs was held to examine applications received for the purpose. Only two children from engineering stream met the criteria laid down in our SOP and they are being given ‘grant against loan’.

(b)  One girl of a Hav who qualified in MH CTC for medical and got admission in B J Medical College Pune, could not be given ‘grant against loan’ as she did not appear for AFMC entrance Exam. The Hav then put up an application to Maj Gen A L Suri AVSM (Retd) who very kindly agreed to give the Hav Rs 33000/-, an amount equal to ‘grant against loan’.
(c) All OR/JCO should note that in order to apply for this grant, the child must appear for the Entrance Exam laid down in the SOP for each discipline and application must be made while the child is in the first year of the course. These are most common mistakes because of which the applications are rejected by Bd of Offrs. All OR/JCO should study the SOP carefully.

6.  Distress Grant. Till 25 Feb 2012, 25 widows, 06 elderly parents and 16 OR/JCO have been sanctioned Rs 6000/- each. In addition, 20 widows have been given immediate relief of Rs 5000/- each.
8. Assistance by Col V Marwaha. 
(a) Nk D R Kudke of 103ER requested BSA for financial assistance for edn of his wife who wanted to do MBA. BSA approached Col Marwaha who is running two mgmt institutes for help. He very kindly admitted her in his institute for MBA from Pune University and did not charge almost 50% of fee which is approx Rs 60,000/-.

(b) Col Marwaha has promised to give three such vacancies every year for Bombay Sappers. JCO/OR should take advantage of this offer.
9.Donations. 
(a) Lt Gen N Thamburaj, PVSM, SM (Retd) is donating Rs 12000/- per year for help to widow. BSA suggested name of Mrs Anita More, wife of Late N/Sub Kailash More from his Regt and as per his wishes Rs 12000/- have been paid as fees for children of Mrs More who are studying in Army School BEG.
(b) Col M M Bhushan and Col Mukesh Chopra have each donated Rs 12000/- to orphans to cater for their expenditure at GBA.

(c) Brig B K Kohli (Retd), Dir BSA (NR) has sent donation worth Rs 3.64 lacs so far this year for edn of children of widows including a cheque of Rs 80,000/- received as donation from Brig Gobindar Singh (Retd). Large sums have also been given by many other offrs.
8.  Welfare of very elderely Bombay Sappers. In past few months, three very elderly Bombay Sappers came to BSA for financial assistance. They all were provided Rs 6000/ as distress grant.  These ESM were:-
(a) Ex Sapper Dara Singh from Taran Taran

(b) Ex Sapper Bhag Singh from Bhatinda

(c) Ex Sapper Machhindra Desai from Maharashtra.

9. Help to Orphans. One orphan Master Arjan Dev is already being looked after by GBA through the contributions from parent regt, Col M M Bhushan, BSA and GBA. Similarly,another orphan Master Sukhvinder Singh is being cared through the contributions from his father’s regt , Col M Chopra, BSA and GBA.
10.  Royal Bombay Sapper . BSA received an e-mail from Mr Richard Clarke that his father had served in the Royal Bombay Sappers for 34 years till 1954 through World War II. He joined as Sapper but rose to become a Major and retired in 1954. He has also sent some old photographs. 
11.  Late  2Lt BS Sengupta. 

(a) St Paul School of Belgaum observed Martyr Day on 07 Dec 2011 to remember late 2 Lt Sengupta of 103 ER, who was a student of the school. The offr laid down his life performing his duties in71 Ops on 07 Dec.

(b) Info about the offr and the incident was collected from Gp HQs and retired offrs of 103 Engr Regt, in particular Lt Col V K Nair (who was the Adjt then) and Lt Gen Ashok Joshi ( who took over the regt immediately after the war). A write up and a message from the Comdt were sent to the school. 

(c)It is a matter of pride that the school has remembered a brave Bombay Sapper on the 40th Anniversary of 71 Ops.
12.  Jor Mela. This year, the Jor Mela was conducted at Pune. A large number of ESM attended. Their difficulties were resolved. BSA put up info board to show career opportunities for children who are in schools. All members can query on info about career with BSA. Letters for the purpose have been sent to all units. 

13. Response to Welfare Schemes run by BSA. A large number of welfare activities are run by BSA. All ranks are advised to go through the BSA’s web site or instructions sent by BSA from time to time to units. JCO/OR should be encouraged to take full advantage of these welfare activities.
14.  Jobs for ESM and Family Members. BSA is providing job opportunities to retd Bombay Sappers and their family members. It is difficult to get a job close to where JCO/OR are settled but if they are prepared to move to other places, the chances of getting good job increase.
