BOMBAY SAPPERS ASSOCIATION

NEWS LETTER 2011/01
1. 
The last News Letter was issued on 15 Jan 2011 covering period upto 31 Dec 2010.  This letter is being issued to cover the events up to 31 Mar 2011.

2. 
The present strength of BSA is Officers 1174, JCO 2273 OR 36,296 (Total 39,743).

3. 
Mgmt Committee Meeting.  33rd Management Committee Meeting was held on 30Mar 2011.  The minutes of the meeting have been sent to all units and have also been placed on the BSA web site www.bsakirkee.org.

4. 
Edn Scholarships.  534 Applications for edn scholarships were received this year. Scholarships worth Rs 3,39,900/-  for 112 JCO’s and  349 OR’s children were given in the first lot. Additional scholarships worth Rs 58,700/- for  58 JCO’s and  05 OR’s children were also given in Mar 11. With this, all OR’s and JCO’s children whose applications had been received, have been given edn scholarships this year along with the certificates. 

5. 
 Edn Loan/Grant.  The new scheme for giving ‘Grant against Loan’ for higher edn was introduced this year as explained in the News Letter of 15 Jan 2011. In accordance with this scheme, six children of JCO/OR were given ‘Grants against Loan’. This includes grants given by Maj Gen A L Suri, AVSM (retd). There is a good response to the new scheme and all children appearing for entrance examinations for the disciplines given in the SOP should take advantage of the scheme. The gist of the scheme is given bellow:-

   “ JCO/OR are being encouraged to apply for loans from banks and it has been decided that the difference in interest on loan taken from banks and interest calculated at 3.5 % per annum will be paid to each selected child. Loan amount will be equal to the tuition fees or Rs 40,000/- per year which ever is less. This difference in interest will be a kind of grant and will not have to be returned. In effect, it means that the edn loan is being given at the same rate (3.5 %) as before. For more details, please read the SOP which has been sent to all units and has also been placed on our web site”

7.
Distress Grant This year, following grants were given:-

(a)
Imdt Relief (Rs 5000/-) has been given to 38 widows on the demise of OR during service.

(b)
During the current financial year, Rs 3,48,000/- have been given as Relief Grant to  58 widows.

(c)
Rs 1,20,000/- have been given as normal distress grant to 20  persons. 

8.
 Edn Grant to Children of Widows.  BSA is trying to provide school fees for deserving children of widows of Bombay Sappers through individual donations from retd/serving officers. Brig B K Kohli (Retd), Regional Director Punjab Chapter, has done considerable work in this direction. This year Rs 88,000/- have been given to 30   widows for this purpose.

9.
Loan to Diploma Students   This year, three NCOs were given Rs 90,000/- as loan for doing diploma courses. It has also been decided that, from current financial year, interest on the loan will be reduced from 9 % to only 5 %.
10.
Sports Scholarships This year, one sport scholarship of Rs 25000/- has been given for boxing to a child of a Bombay Sapper.
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11.
 Jor Mela.  Last year, Jor Mela was held at Amritsar. It is likely to be held in Maharashtra during the current year.
12.
Nodal Offrs.  The concept of Nodal officers is functioning very well. They have been requested to assist  in distribution of grant to widows for edn of their children after obtaining addl inputs.

13.
Liaison with Record Office.  BSA office can help progress cases of retd Bombay Sappers with the Record Office. 

14.
Job Opportunities.  Efforts are made by BSA to get jobs to retd Bombay Sappers.  Extracts of job opportunities are also displayed at our web site.  

(S Dandekar)
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